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 Town of Middlebury Development Review Board (DRB) 
Minutes of November 9, 2015 

Draft  
(Summary only… full minutes to follow) 

 

 Members Present: Kevin Newton, Don Keeler, Ruth Whitney, Scott Foster, Heather Seeley (Alt) 

Members Absent: Rick Emilo, David Hamilton, John MacIntyre 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray (Planner), Katherine Wheatley (videographer) 

Others Present: William Kirby, Jeff Carter, Andrew Pezzulo, Steve Clark, Roberto Gomes 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 Minutes of 10/26/15 

 (Continued to 11/23) An application by the Congregational Church of Middlebury for 

Conditional Use review of a proposal to construct an addition to the Congregational 

Church, and for demolition of the Cobble House.  This property is located at 27 North 

Pleasant Street in the VRC zoning district. 

 An application by Roberto Gomes for a proposal for a Dimensional Waiver to build a 

garage within the side yard setback.  This property is located at 706 Route 7 south in 

the PHD zoning district. 

 An application by William Kirby and Kathy Wheatley for a Dimensional Waiver to 

build an addition, greenhouse, and carport within the side yard setbacks.  This property 

is located at 69 Seymour Street in the HDR zoning district. 

 
Kevin Newton called the meeting to order at 7:01pm.  He read the warning.  

 
1. Minutes from 10/26/15 

Approval of the minutes was tabled, because there was not a quorum of members present 
who had attended that meeting. 
 

2. Hearing for Middlebury Congregational Church, 27 North Pleasant Street. 

Correspondence was received from the Middlebury Congregational Church, requesting a 
postponement until November 23. 
 

3. Hearing for Roberto Gomes, 706 Route 7 South 

The DRB heard an application by Roberto Gomes, for a request for dimensional waiver.  Mr. 
Gomes is interested in purchasing the house at 706 Route 7 south, and would like a permit to 
build a garage on the west side of the home, within the required 50ft side setback.  The 
Property owner, Steve Clark, was also present.  The DRB determined that the house itself was 
a nonconforming use, because it did not meet the setback requirements, and that building a 
garage at that location would increase the degree of nonconformity.  The regulations prohibit 
new construction which would make a nonconforming structure more nonconforming.   
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On a Motion by Don Keeler, seconded by Heather Seeley, the Development Review Board 
voted to deny the application by Roberto Gomes for a request for dimensional waiver at 
706 Route 7 South.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 

4. Hearing for William Kirby and Katherine Wheatley, 69 Seymour Street 

The DRB heard an application by William Kirby and Katherine Wheatley, for three (3) requests 
for dimensional waivers at 69 Seymour Street.  The requests are for a carport that would be 
within the required setback on the west side, and a house addition and greenhouse that 
would be within the required setback on the east side.  Due to the precise nature of these 
requests, which were very near to the property lines, and the fact that the neighbor to the 
west offered testimony that he had a survey performed that differed significantly from the 
parcel boundaries, the DRB determined that they would need additional information to 
evaluate this request.  The DRB determined that a survey would be required to consider this 
request further, 

The application was withdrawn by the Applicant. 
 
5. Deliberative session 

No deliberative session necessary 
 
6. Other Business:  The DRB plans to meet next on November 23, 2015 

 
7. Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm 

 
 
Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Murray 
 


